
Middlefield Store Ledger Book 

 

The ledger is 7” wide and 17” tall – with water damage and minor mold 

infestation. The spine has failed. 

The Myron Robbins entries are from page 2 to 111 and run from 1 Jan 

1890 to 6 Mar 1891. There are about 20 entries per page detailing every 

item sold with the customer’s name. One wonders if this 1891 ending date 

is when Robbin’s gave up the store due to his tuberculosis in favor of his 

brother-in-law William Rowen. 

William Rowen in turn dies in November of 1896 from “Brain Fever”. On 

page 113 there is an inventory of William L. Rowen’s estate dated 23 Nov 1896. On pages 115-122 is the 

complete store Inventory with wholesale prices. This is also part of Rowen’s estate tabulation. There are no 

ledger entries by Rowen. 

In the 1900 census Daniel E. Bryan is the store-keeper with wife Nona L. (William Rowen’s widow). They were 

married  22 Apr 1897. No children are listed. Please see appendix A for a follow up story. 

Pages 126-205 are accounting entries by another party for July – September 1908. Each page is for a single 

customer. An index list of all customers is on the rear inside cover. 

Vital Records: Myron Lawrence Robbins b. 1866 d. 2 Apr 1894 (Consumption) Birth Marriage Death FAG 

Wife - Martha (Mattie) Belle Rowen b. 3 June 1869, m. 27 Jan 1887, d. 13 Aug 1912 Birth Death FAG 

Children - Walter Clark Robbins b.17 Jun 1889 Birth,  Ethel May Robbins b. 27 Jun 1892 Birth 

William Lincoln (B.?) Rowen b. 5 Jun 1866, d. 23 Nov 1896 (Brain Fever) Birth Marriage Death FAG 

Wife - Nona L. Green, m. 28 Jun 1888 

In 1910 Arthur Cook & George Darling are the store keepers and Gertrude Pease is the post mistress. 

In 1920 Adrian Hatch is operating the store. 

This ledger was found and donated by John Rice. It was found in the Platzer Barn on Arthur Pease Road. 

The store at Factory Village closed at the time of the April 1901 flood and was moved to Bancroft. This 

eventually led to an increase in business for the remaining store at the center. 

I have photographed all the pages containing any written entries. The digital images will be given to the 

museum and Town. 

Howard Knickerbocker 

November 2019 

 

Appendix A Follows (28 July 1897 Boston Herald):  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N4CG-DNY
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FXZ8-H1J
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NWTM-664
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NWHH-X3X
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/136532563/myron-l_-robbins
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FXZ2-ZH3
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N47V-S9B
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/136532601/martha-b_-robbins
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FX6N-Y52
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FXWW-NQC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FXH1-S7D
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N49Y-GXR
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NWCZ-8T5
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/136533594/william-b_-rowen


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


