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| Thermometer Readings as
Recorded in Valley and
Western "1assachusetts

(Unoflicial)
Swanzey, No FL ........ 12 helow zero i ﬂ Lg
]"]\'zlrls. \t AL A0 helow zero IR ey ] 7 PR }7 6/
Hanover, \ H. ........36 helow zero W‘/b Q/‘V% y e
\\I te Riv Jet, VL 80 helow zero
Athol ..., . 00veveses. 29 helow zero oS
Windsor, Vi. ... .vve... .26 helow zero
h'm’na. N, Il s 25 helow "0
Hin ]l At S e i thielny 1) /f
springfield, \t Jaasies o 24 helow o
Ptf Sl s adin L SE  hetow i
Bectcer oL Lo G Vs L helow
Brattlel o W e o a2 hglogy
Westfie Il 15 below
N H! Ada 12 below
uilield, ¢ 12 below
Northampt 9 below
I A e [ o TR i
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Man, Naked
by Starvatio
~ in Woods

Stranger, Who Says Hi
Formerly Employed
ing Over Should

Had Been

Emacjated until he weighed Iess
than 80 peunds, with a three monthg
growth of beard and long black curly
hair hanging over his shoulders,
naked and so weakened that he was
unable to walk, a man who says his
name is Charles Burt, son of a Bos-.
ton builder, and that he worked for
the Hendea Muanufacturing Compiny
here sometime ago, was found in the
thick woods about a mile below Mid-
diefield just before dark Saturday
evening, D?\?_quz

Laborers worki on the railroad
tracks were the first to dizcern the
form of the ‘“wild man” attempting
to hide in the underbrush. They told
Sheriff G. E. Cook of their discovery |
and a searching party was formed to
seek the man out in his hiding place
in the heavily wooded section around
Walnut Hill near Bancroft. Sherift
Cook came upon Burt at 6 o'clock, |

s

- g T g e 3

.—.ig.... A e

St:‘arvi'ng Ma
Found in Woods |
| of Middlefield

[Contipued from First Pagel) |

the = Hendee Motorcycle plant !H
Springfield. He said that his fathel
was a builder in Boston, the last thaf®
he knew. le

man who might have been Burt camge
to his shanty ahout a week ago ani!
asked directions to all towns in the|
neighborhood and said that he wanted i

Engineers on the Boston & Albany |

railroad say that last week they saw, ||

at various times, what they thought
was a naked man disappearing in the
woods as the train approached.

Burt, as he calls himself, said last
night that he remembered being given
a ride in an automobile from Spring-
1field to Pittsfield and then working his
iway over the mountains from Pitts-
| field to Middlefield, a distance of about
| 18 miles. i

His clothes were lost about a week
ago, Burt says, but he does mnot know
how it happened. He had been living
on nothing but wild berries and was!
| only skin and bones when, he was
| brought in Saturday -night. Sherift
"(‘onk savs that if he had not heen dif-

covered he would have died in a day
or so more,
Food Robberies Recalled,

Some little time ago there was a

series of robberies in Becket. Houses
were broken into every night of the
week and nothing but articles of food
was taken. No one can be found who
saw the thief in thesg affairs but in
one case a house owner shot at the
! disappearing form of the thief and the
| fire was returned,
' There have peen no reports in the
‘seclion aroupnd Middlefield of a *“wild
man’ belng seen in the woods and
i it is considered that Burt must have
]reh‘lained well hidden in the mount-
jains during the daytime, He was
|asked ‘why he had not gone down
ito n house for food and clothes and
|sald that he had been ashamed to
licome put of hiding unclothed.

1998
ad Weakened
, Discovered

of Middlefield

-

Name Is Charles Burt,
ere, Had Hair Grow-

s and Only Food

ild Berries. .

veak from starvation to attempt to
scape. ;
Body Almost Black,

His body was tanned almost black
from constant exposure, his feet were
corg and he ‘was scratched and torn
rom the thorns and briars of the
nderbrush.

Sheriff Cook, with the assistance of
ome of the railroad men, brought the
am down from the mountain to the
vifehman's shack occupied by Jerry
Romano. There he was clothed and
pried to the jail at Sheriff Cook's
jome.

Burt was in such a weakened condi-
ioR that all that could be given him
.t first was hot tea and bread and
iilk. He was barely able to talk and
iid not get up from his bed in the cell
ntil after 8 o'clock last night.

Remembers But Little.
‘g{e said he could not remember any.
Hing ewpt ~had worked at

& _';[Coﬁh'trm-d‘.'bn-‘s : a4 Page.]

“finding him prone /on’ the grountd, too\u

A

Romano told Sheriff Cook that g !

to send a telegram. w\

{1lcould be found as far back as

Appears Well Hducated.
Sheriff Cook says that he seems to
be a man of zood education, perhaps
or vears old, His mind seems to be

283 )
a blank for he answers “I cannot Ie-

. | member any more” to the majority of
11 questions th
1 1are soft and
Iphe found on &

that are asked. His hands
are not those that would
man accustomed 10
He has a number

hard manual labor

l'of gold Rilings in his teeth and fyom

1all appearances appears to come from
|a good family :

" Springfieid police have been notified
|and asked 1o check up his t'nnnegtmn
with th¢ Hendee Munufacturing Com-

i
' e
B p—t b

pany here. John' Brand, employment

manager of the Hendee Company,
a hurried search ®f the employment
files last night and reported that ™
{trace of an employe who would answit
‘!to the description and name of 5]
16,

il Tt “is possible, however, that Burt
|l might have been an office employe or
{worked with one of the salesmen of
{ the company.

Considered Insane.

Those who have seen Burt considex
that he is out of his head. His
statements are disconnected and he
ie reluctant to talk. Last night he
was beginning to show the effects of
the nourishing food he had received,
and had brightened considerably.

Sheriff Cook will take him to court
in Northampton this morning when he
will be tried on charges of vagrancy
and probubly sent to Northampton for
abservation. There are many summer
resorts in the section where Burt says
that he has remained in hiding and it

is considered remarkabhle that he had
{| not been discovered before.

Many hypotheses have been ad«
vanced to account for the condition in
which he was found. Some say that
he might have - been drugged and
robbed and turned loose in the woods,
and others have suggested that Burt
might be a veteran of the World War
suffering from shell shock.
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 Brother Says
] 99

o B

1

" s SPRINGFIELD, Aug. 28.—Despite the
p fact that the Middlefield “wild man” |

i captured in the depths of the desolate |
; Middlefield gorge forest Saturday, was
}*\ positively identified today by George

Pillion, of Brighton, as his brother, Jo-

seph, who disappeared last June,

the-

young man himself vehemently denies

that he is Joseph Pillion.

“WILD MANY” &

%

‘ [DENTITY MAY BE
; yARN OPAY.
{Burt{oﬂga d in Hospital,
Fails to Answer Any

Questions as to

au? MFW{{

Cha‘-ies Burt, 4 the “:!ld man” of
Middlefield who was discovered at the
point of starvation on wWalnut Hill,
Saturday, slept last night in the State

Hospital in Northampton where he
had been committed on temporary

papers for observation. Burt has been
shaved, his hair trimmed, and the
thorough cleanup he received at the
hospital has worked a striking change
in his whole appearance.

Burt remanis in an apathetic condi-
tion,, and it is with great effort that
ne talks at all. All that ‘he secms able
to say'is, “L don’t remember.”  He
was placed in bed immediately aftcr

his arrival at the  hospital and fell
into a. deep sleep. |
Dr. E. E. Thomas, the Northamp- |

ton physician who committed Burt to
the hospital yesterday morning, thinks
that he might be normally hrilliant
but is now laboring under the burden
of some heavy strain, Burt showed

Il but did not seem to comprehend what

I

e

JOSEPH PILLION BEFORE AND AFTER LIFE IN WOODS

3 Middlefield’s “wild man,” who was identified at the Northampton Hospitall

for the Insane by his brother as Jose ilti i
as Joseph Pillion of Brighton.
§ starved and clotheless, he insisted that his name \%as Charles Burt.

o

When found,

Brought face to face with the Bri
ton man,

lieve. Apparently he has
fined dual personality,
g the incarnation of
whom he

is Burt and any
as Joseph Pillion
| at least temporarily.

| He will remain at the hospital for
gaining weight
hope is
clear
‘ eventually, leaving him normal again. ‘i

4

| treatment and as he is
| dally and impuoving mentally,
| held out that his mind will

Fails to Comprehend. |

Dr. Thomas said that he passed the
temporary committment papers to
Burt during the hearing in the Court
House. Burt read the papers aloud

he was reading. Burt was asked if
he was a former soldier and seemed
to understand the question., He ans-
wered “No.” Dr. Thomas said that
he thought Burt knew he was being,
sent to a hospital for' the insane,” but
he did not show any signs of emotion

except when questioned about his
relatives.
Dr. Edward W.: Whitney of the

Northampton Hospital expressed the
opinion that Burt was undoubtedly
insane and that he might be-an-es-
caped Inmate of some stdte institu-
tion. As soon as Burt s rested and
able to take nourishment regularly,
the authorities)feel confidept that his
mind will dlear up te djcertain extent
and thaf itswifl be possible to estab=
lish his identity and clear up the case.
In the mean time hig description is
being forwarded to all state institu-
tions from which .it is possible he
might have escaped.
No Marks of Wounds.

State Policemaif Joseph V. Daly, at-
tached to the Greenfield branch of the
state police, said last night that he
understood that some onec was coming
from Boston to attempt to identify the
man but would not give any further
information. Dr, David E. Harriman,
head of the Veterans' Bureau in

signs of emotion for the first time ||
yesterday when he was questioned !|
about his relatives. He seemed to be
on the point of breaking into tears |
when asked about his parents and |
gave visible evidence of being greatly

{
i
|
!

Springfield, who has handled nearly
10,000 czses of disabled veterans from
this section of the state, said last
night that he would be glad to go to |
Northampton and attempt identifica-

an Second Page.]l

moved. I

[Continued

A

A

1

and is now liv- |

a character for l

has adopted the hame of |

Charles Burt. He insists that his name 1
recollections of his life

have been wiped out, l

In-
at the Northampton State R
Asylum, he declared that he had never, ‘
seen him before, He was sincere in this ||

statement, the hospital authorities be-
a strongly de=

~—
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